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Kay County, OJcla., quarantines against Kansas. 

Post- Office Department, 
Office General Superintendent Railway Mail Service, 

Washington, J). C, January 27, 1900. 
Sir : This office is to-day in receipt of the following telegram from the 
Superintendent Railway Mail Service, Fort Worth, Tex. : 

Kay County, Okla., quarantined against State of Kansas requiring mail and mer- 
chandise from that State to be thoroughly disinfected. Persons irom Kansas prohibited 
from entering Kay County. Superintendent Taft at St. Louis notified. 

Respectfully, James E. White, 

General Superintendent. 

Vaccination of crews at Mobile, Ala. 

Mobile, Ala., January 22, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to state that at the request of the local board 
of health, I have to-day begun the vaccination of crews of all vessels 
from river points entering this port. 

Respectfully, *" W. P. M. McIntosh, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. E. S. 

Report on the investigation of smallpox in Worth Carolina and Georgia. 

Wilmington, K C, January 21, 1900. 

Sir: I have the honor to report, in obedience to your telegraphic 
instructions of January 13, 1900, to proceed to Greensboro, N. G, and 
Jesup, Ga., for the purpose of conferring with the authorities of those 
places relative to the smallpox situation. I arrived at Greensboro, N. C. , 
on the afternoon of January 14, 1900, and had an interview with the 
mayor, Z. V. Taylor. I was given the following statement of the situa- 
tion : Last spring there were several cases of smallpox in and around 
Greensboro, but the disease was stamped out, and no further trouble 
occurred until about December 1, 1899. About this date an eruptive 
disease, diagnosed as chicken pox by some of the local physicians, arid 
smallpox by others, made its appearance at a tile factory, some 4 miles 
from Greensboro. 

Some three or four weeks ago the disease appeared in Greensboro, and 
much difference of opinion existed among the local physicians as to its 
diagnosis. However, as the diseast continued to spread rapidly, the 
mayor determined to settle the question of diagnosis and adopt measures 
to prevent its further spread. With this object in view he requested, 
through the State board of health, the detail of an officer of the Marine- 
Hospital Service to determine the diagnosis and indicate the measures 
necessary for its suppression, it being understood that the diagnosis of 
such an officer would be accepted as final. 

On the following morning, accompanied by the mayor and Dr. 
Broadnax, I visited some 6 or 8 cases in the city and found them all to 
have smallpox. The cases were all negroes and the disease was of the 
prevailing mild type. I found 1 case in a prisoner in the county jail, 
and 1 in a pupil in the colored agricultural and mechanical college. 

I also visited the Proximity Cotton Mills located a short distance out 
of Greensboro. Here there is a community of some 2, 000 persons, 
chiefly employees of the mills and their families. I found 1 case of 
smallpox in the person of one of the white employees, in the fourth day 
of the eruption. 
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I was informed by Dr. Broad nax that he had treated 27 cases in the 
city within the past month. It was not possible to say how many cases 
existed in the city, as no inspection had taken place before I left, but 
the authorities were making preparations for a thorough inspection. 
"When T informed the mayor that the disease was smallpox, he requested 
that I have a talk with the citizens, and explain the situation to them, 
and (he measures necessary for its suppression. In accordance with 
this request, I met a mass meeting of the citizens in the county court- 
house, at 4.30 p. in., and discussed the situation with them. 

When smallpox made its appearance in the city last spring, com- 
pulsory vaccination was ordered and enforced. The ''dry point" was 
used, and many inflamed arms resulted, consequently there is much 
opposition to vaccination at the present time. 

I explained the difference in the preparation of the "dry point" and 
the glycerinized lymph. I also assured the audience that they need 
apprehend no such results from glycerinized lymph as had followed the 
use of the "dry point." 

After my remarks, several prominent citizens, including the mayor, 
requested that I vaccinate them, which I did. I am gratified to be 
able to state that after my assurances in regard to the glycerinized 
lymph much of the opposition to vaccination was dissipated. I out- 
lined the measures necessary to suppress the disease, and Mayor Taylor, 
who is a young man of energy and determination, at once proceeded to 
put my suggestions into execution. I furnished him with copies of the 
Service precis on smallpox, and plan of oiganization for its suppression. 
I have since learned that all the suggestions contained in those pam- 
phlets are being thoroughly carried out. 

I left Greensboro on the evening of January 35 and arrived at 
-Jesup, Ga., the following morning. I met Mayor T. C. Slover and 
Drs. Tuteu and Drawdy. I was informed that there was only 1 case of 
smallpox in the place. Two cases had appeared on January 5, 1 a 
white man and the other a negro, both having contracted the disease 
at the same time at Everett City, Ga The negro had died a few days 
before my arrival. I saw the remaining case and found it to be small- 
pox in the eleventh day of the eruption and of a mild type. I gave 
the authorities the usual advice, met and discussed the situation with 
the citizens at a mass meeting, and explained the difference between 
glycerinized lymph and the "dry point," and vaccinated several persons. 

I left Jesup at 5 p. m. for Brunswick, Ga., where I saw Dr. Butts, 
the health officer of the .city. I learned that there were 20 cases of 
smallpox in the city, all negroes but 1. The cases had all made their 
appearance in a section of the city know as " Hell's half acre," inhab- 
ited almost- entirely by negroes. All the cases and suspects had been 
removed from the city and were quarantined. Vaccination in the 
infected district had been performed. The suspects had not been dis- 
infected before isolation, so I suggested that this be done. I left Bruns- 
wick at 8.30 p. m. for Atlanta. 

I learned that smallpox existed at the following points in Georgia in 
this section, viz, Everett City, 2; Johnsons Station, Liberty County, 
8 ; Waycross. 6 ; Backsley, Appling County. 1, and Sand Hill, Nahunta, 
and Pie, all in Wayne County, 1 each. The disease is scattered all 
along the southeastern and southern central part of Georgia. A few 
months ago it also existed in the southwestern part of the State. I was 
informed that smallpox was prevailing in the northern part of Alabama, 
and in Mississippi, in the neighborhood of Jackson. The health officer 
of Florida informs me that there are 13 distinct foci in as many counties 
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in Florida, all under the control pf his office. He states that the dis- 
ease could be eradicated from Florida but for the fact that it is being led 
into the State from the neighboring States. 

The disease, so far as I have seen, is still of the same mild type that 
has prevailed for the past few years, with a tendency to become more 
severe. Occasionally, severe confluent cases are found. The death 
rate continues very low, probably about one-half of one per cent. 

I rejoined my station on January 18, 1900. 

Respectfully, C. P. Wertenbaker, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S.. 

Smallpox in St. Louis, Mo. 

St. Louis, Mo., January 22, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to state that there have been 3 new cases of 
smallpox and no deaths reported in this city for the week ended 
January 22, 1900. 

Respectfully, Wm. G. Stimpson, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S., In Command. 

REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., January 20, 1900. — I have the honor to report that 
during this week 25 persons have been refused admission into this 
country, said persons having come from districts in Mexico where small- 
pox was existing in epidemic form. 

On Saturday, January 14, 2 gentlemen were placed in the detention 
camp and kept there for a period of six days, their baggage, etc., being 
disinfected in the meantime. These 2 Americans came from a district 
in Mexico where yellow fever was existing, or was supposed to be exist- 
ing. The gentlemen were unable to take the oath that they had not 
been exposed to yellow-fever contagion. 

Rumors are still rife to the effect that a number of Mexican cities 

along the Mexican International Railroad are suffering from severe 

smallpox epidemics. Every precaution is being taken here and in fact 

all along the river to keep out the disease and we are not apprehensive. 

Respectfully, Lea Hume, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. R. 8. 

El Paso, Tex., January 20, 1900. — 1 have the honor to report summary 
of work during the week ended January 20, 1900 : Inspection of Mexican 
Central Railroad passengers, 235 ; inspection of Mexican Central Rail- 
road freight crew, 22 ; inspection international bridge, 178 ; inspection 
of immigrants, 33; vaccination of immigrant children and others, 22; 
disinfection of baggage and household goods, 17 ; disinfection of soiled 
linen brought to El Paso laundry, 313 pieces. 

Respectfully, E. Alexander, 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

Laredo, Tex., January 20, 1900. — I heard a rumor two days ago qf 
smallpox at Minera. Tex., about 37 miles northwest of Laredo. I 
at once wrote Dr. Henry Spohn, a reliable physician, who informed 
me that 1 Mexican who crossed the frontier at Minera, from Columbia, 
Mexico, had smallpox — a mild case. Ten days after arrival at Minera, 
Tex., he was taken with fever, and on the fourth day was breaking out 
with smallpox. He was at once isolated and put under guard. I wrote 



